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record that the 'Avro' machines possess in that in
taking the years before the War, the War years, and
the years after the War up to the time of the R.A.F.
expansion, more pilots have learnt to fly on them than
on all the other makes put together. Certainly no one
other make has trained so many aviators.

At that time we had three pilots giving our pupils
flying instruction. Our first instructor was Pixton,
who had been with us from the earliest days on my
return to Brooklands. He had come as a working
pupil. Then he was at Blackpool when we had the
tragic accident in the burning of our machines. After
that he came with me on the American trip. On his
return he took his ' ticket' on an ' Avro' triplane. It
was number 50 so he can claim to be one of the first
test pilots. Later he was to get considerable publicity
for his association with the British victory in the
Schneider Maritime Trophy contested at Monaco in
1914, but his services to aviation were actually far more
important.

Howard Pixton was an extraordinarily methodical
and careful man and he had a most lavish regard for
looking after small details. When he competed in an
air race he used to have a card in the cockpit of his
machine, and on this card he placed a number of
drawing-pins corresponding to the number of laps he
had to cover. As each lap was completed he drew out
one of the drawing-pins, thus making sure he was keep-
ing correct count, for it often happened that other
competitors failed to keep an accurate tally and thus
lost the race.

In May 1911 he competed on one of our machines in
the first Brooklands-Brighton race. It was his first
cross-country journey and his compass proved so
inefficient that he lost his way badly and was forced
down at Plumpton. About the middle of 1911 he
joined up with the Bristol Company, and in the years